
The Parish of St Mary, Inverness 

30 Huntly Street, Inverness, IV3 5PR 

Dear friends Autumn 

A second spring when every leaf’s a flower..’   

1 October 2017 

Dear Friends, 

Autumn: 

Behind the passing glories of this ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ we are 

aware that falling leaves, bare trees and the sharpness of winter will soon be 

upon us. The liturgical season of Weeks of the Year will give way to Advent, the 

four weeks of thoughtful waiting for the Glory lying at the heart of winter, when 

we will celebrate the Incarnation, God-with-us Emmanuel. 

Mary’s Month:  

Throughout October we have another month in which, in our yearly cycle of 

prayer and devotion, we honour and seek the assistance of Our Lady, Mary, 

Mother of Jesus.  

This Season of Mary in the Autumn has interesting historical roots. 

In October 1571, Christian Europe was faced with a dire threat. The 

circumstances were ghastly as Muslim Turks had conquered the Middle East, 

forcibly converting the Christians to Islam. This campaign of conquest spread 

across the Mediterranean Sea, and both Crete and Cyprus were captured. The 

next stage was to be the invasion of the Christian kingdoms of the 

Mediterranean- Sicily, Venice, and even Rome. On the Seventh of October we 

keep the ‘Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary’. The Church chose that day, and by 

extension, the month of October to honour Our Lady of the Rosary because of 

the great victory that had taken place.  

To meet the threat and the challenge to Christianity in Europe, Pope Pius V 

called upon the Christian princes of Europe to unite to defeat this militant 

Islamic invasion. He organized a coalition of forces from Spain and smaller 

Christian kingdoms, republics and military orders, to rescue Christian outposts in 

Cyprus, and to defend Europe. On the Seventh of October 1571, the navies of 

the Holy League, a coalition of southern European Catholic states, sailed 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
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from Messina in Sicily, and met a powerful Turkish fleet in what was to become 

the Battle of Lepanto.  

Knowing that the Christian forces were at a disadvantage in ships, manpower 

and armaments the Holy Father called upon Rosary Confraternities in Rome, 

and throughout Europe, to undertake special processions and public recitation 

of the Rosary, all pleading for the intercession of the Blessed Mother. Pope Pius 

himself led a Rosary Procession in Rome.  

On the Seventh of October 1571 at the Battle of Lepanto the Christian fleet was 

outnumbered and appeared to be about to be defeated after the Turks had 

surrounded the Christian ships. However the European fleet broke out, and by 

audacious tactics, by the end of that day almost all of the Turks were driven 

onto the shore, scattered, and many were drowned. Thus was ended that 

particular Militant Islamic threat to Christian Europe. 

Although the Turkish, or Ottoman, Empire was able to build more ships, it never 

fully recovered from the loss of experienced sailors and marines. It ceased to 

be a naval power threatening Europe. 

In honour of this Victory, ascribed to St Mary, Pope Pius V established an annual 

commemoration in honour of ‘Our Lady of Victory’. His successor, Pope 

Gregory XIII, instituted the first Sunday in October to be the ‘Feast of the Holy 

Rosary’. However, in 1913, Pope Pius X in his liturgical reforms, restoring the 

Liturgy of Sundays, changed the date to the Seventh of October, and later, in 

1960, Pope John XXIII changed the title to the "Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary". 

 

So, we have a month to honour Our Lady, and in which to pray earnestly for 

the recovery of Christian Europe. It is in the moral and chaotic weakness of 

splintered and broken Christianity that there is a vacuum which is being filled 

with secular atheism and complacent apathy. In this vacant territory all kinds of 

missionaries of other faiths, and sects, will seek conversions. The particular threat 

of rogue militant elements within contemporary Islam is all too obvious. There is 

an insidious and dangerous capitulation to these extreme versions of Islam 

among vulnerable and disadvantaged people, and also among those who 

feel themselves to be ‘outsiders’ even although their families may have lived 

peaceably and prosperously within Britain for decades.  
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Catholics and Muslims:  

The Catholic Church has an on-going dialogue with Islamic leaders and 

scholars.  

‘The dialogue of life’, or what our Catholic Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald 

(formerly President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue) 

calls‘harmonious living’. This takes place "where people strive to live in an open 

and neighbourly spirit, sharing their joys and sorrows, their human problems and 

preoccupations". 

Christians and Muslims have been living side by side for centuries in Africa and 

Asia, and now Muslims are present in increasing number in Europe and North 

America. 

"Steps have to be taken in order to allow people to get to know one another 

and to create harmony," Archbishop Fitzgerald has said. We all recognise that 

although increased violence has made this more difficult, it is also more 

necessary.  So we can dedicate our October Prayers to a greater 

understanding between Christians and Muslims, seeking the prayers of Our 

Lady, Queen of Peace. 

The Deformation of Catholic Christianity in the Sixteenth Century  

As a Church how are we placed to ‘defend the Faith’? The answer is that we 

are weakened by the disunity and fragmentation of the Church which began 

in the same century as the Islamic threats which were defeated at Lepanto. In 

1517 Luther’s ‘protest’ against perceived, and some real and unholy abuses 

and errors in the Church of his time ignited a European wide revolution in which 

historic Catholicism was deformed. There were other Catholic contemporaries 

of Luther who were seeking reform from within and who helped to maintain 

and sustain the Faith. Soon the desire for reform became associated with 

developing nationalism and the economic interests of the nobility and 

emerging middle-classes. Europe became divided along religious lines, ‘cuius 

region, eius religio’, by which was meant that the religion of states was decided 

by the rulers. 

The English Deformation:  

In England the dynastic power struggle of the Tudor kings culminated in a 

breach with Rome under Henry VIII because of Henry’s marriage problems. The 

breakaway English Catholic Church soon began to embrace increasingly 

Protestant ideas from Europe : Luther, Zwingli  and Calvin all were influential. 

Elements of Catholic structure, devotion and pastoral practice remained in 

some places within the newly Established Church, but they were always 



subservient to the Powers of the land –the King or Queen in Parliament. 

Catholic doctrine was increasingly rejected and the continuing Church of 

England was no longer in Catholic communion. It has developed along its own 

lines, each of its provinces having their own autonomy.  

The Scottish Deformation:   

It was John Calvin, who influenced some Scottish clergy who were keen on the 

new ‘reform’, notably Patrick Hamilton, Abbot of Fearn. In an age when 

heretical ideas were punishable by death, Hamilton was executed at St 

Andrews at the behest of Cardinal Beaton.  Beaton in his turn was assassinated 

by Scottish nobles ‘Lord of the Congregations’ and a wave of Calvinistic 

Protestantism was introduced by John Knox, formerly a Catholic priest. From 

these beginnings Scotland endured a series of religious wars during which the 

Catholic Church was driven underground and persecution of Catholics 

persisted. The attempts at the restoration of a Catholic ruler under the Stewarts 

were the last vestiges of the resurgence of the old Catholicism. After the defeat 

at Culloden in 1746 the persecution continued.  

Scottish Presbyteriansim has splintered and fragmented into multifarious 

ecclesial communities.  This disunity has weakened the Church of Scotland’s 

effectiveness as a national Church. Scotland has become a more ‘non-

religious’ country with secular values permeating all aspects of national life. 

 

Toleration: 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century a new spirit of toleration resulted in 

several Acts of Parliament which diminished the penalties against Catholics. In 

1829 the Catholic Emancipation Act brought real measures of relief. Catholics 

were free to worship and Catholic Churches began to be built, and a pattern 

of Catholic Parish life developed. Catholic bishops were again in place to care 

for the newly formed dioceses. St Mary’s was opened in 1837 – thanks be to 

God! We remain a vibrant Community of Faith, open for all, and day by day 

changing and adapting, yet true to the Faith of our fathers- it is living still. 

 

The Scottish Catholic Church:  

We have been enriched by waves of immigration, notably from Ireland, Italy, 

and most recently from Eastern Europe, principally Poland. There have also 

been new immigrants from Africa, India and the Philippines, and elsewhere. The 

indigenous Catholics who maintained the light of faith in the Western Isles, parts 

of the Highlands, and Aberdeenshire are now spread all over Scotland and 

beyond.  



Our Catholic Parish of St Mary Inverness reflects this international, universal, truly 

Catholic dimension of the Church. We are undoubtedly Apostolic, in that our 

bishops are all in Catholic orders in a line of succession from the first Apostles, 

and most importantly are in Communion with the Holy See, where the Holy 

Father, pastor pastorum, the Shepherd of the shepherds, is the focus for 

Catholic Unity- pray for One Flock, One Shepherd.  

 

Pope Francis:  

We are hugely graced by Pope Francis who has an instinctive, Jesuit grasp of 

the inclusive nature of the Church being gathered from all nations. He extends 

the merciful embrace of a loving Shepherd seeking out the lost, the wounded, 

and those who have strayed. He beckons all of humanity to be merciful and 

compassionate. 

 

Our Mission : Heroic Endeavours  

In these days of wintry gloom, with atheism and hostility to Catholic values 

about the meaning and sanctity of life, we could easily settle into indifference, 

and opt for the easy life. But, we are called to heroic endeavours to set our 

world on fire with the Gospel that we proclaim.  

In short we are called to be Holy- consecrated to God. It is our awesome 

calling! 

 

Reformation and Reconciliation: 

We are aware that we are a Church always in need of reform, ecclesia semper 

reformanda. This is built into the fabric of the Church. We who share a Common 

Life in the Body of Christ have all too human faults and failings.  

For the recent abuses in Catholic life which create misery for victims, and their 

families, and the ghastly scandals that obstruct our real and loving Mission, we 

have expressed our sadness, our sorrow. We pray for all caught up in these 

sinful degradations. 

Individually we know the way to reconciliation- we seek to confess our 

sinfulness in humility, and God graces us with forgiveness. Those of us who share 

the privilege of the Sacrament of Reconciliation will know just how profound 

that well-spring of grace truly is. The means of grace that we find in the 

sacraments are the beacons that will offer the world around us the hope of 

glory- the peace of God which passes all understanding. We are called to 

personal holiness of life so that we, the Church, can fulfil our Mission. 



So we have opportunities this autumn to deepen our understanding of what it is 

to be a Catholic, alive today in God’s world. We are charged with a Mission to 

make sure that we can sing the Lord’s song, and that generations yet to come 

will find in the beauty of our churches, in the depths of our prayer, in the 

enchantment of our Liturgies, a way to reveal the Kingdom of God to our 

neighbours and to generations yet to be born.  

 

First Fridays: 

These will enable our hearts to resonate with the prayerful rhythms of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. ‘Heart speaks to heart’- in the stillness of the praying 

community. 

Every first Friday there will be opportunities for Confession and at 7.00 pm there 

will be a MASS of ALL NATIONS- yes, we would like people from every 

nationality that worships here to be with us, and to be a prayerful presence in 

the Church.  

NIGHTLIGHT- will be a period of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament with Lights 

(Candles before the Sacrament, radiating our waves of prayer). 

We will pray that others may come and join us, to find a glimpse, a hint of the 

mystery of God’s abiding presence in our world-‘charged with the grandeur of 

God’. 

We will keep vigil, and Our Lady will grace us with her silent prayer as we pray 

with her. 

It is a beginning, like the waves of Marian prayer that turned back those who 

sought to destroy Christianity. We face similar perils today, the enemies are 

within (the failure of Christian witness) and also outside- invasive and 

destructive forces in our secular and hostile society, and those whose mission is 

unholy and destructive. We pray with all men and women of good-will, 

Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu or whatever, for a greater understanding of the 

dignity of each human person- in whom, a man or woman fully alive reflects 

the glory of God. 

FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER Please make friends with others and link up to attend : all 

First Fridays, beginning on Fri 6 October. INVITATIONS not required- this is it! You 

are welcome. 

 

 

 

 



MARIAN DEVOTIONS in OCTOBER:  

 

After Mass on weekdays (except for Thursdays) there will be Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament with a Decade of the Holy Rosary. On the First Fridays 

Exposition will be until 1530 hrs with the entire Rosary being said. 

On Friday 13 October the 1230 Mass will be a celebration of the end of the 

Anniversary Year of the Our Lady of Fatima devotions. We will mark this in a 

special way with a Procession and Litany. 

Please mark this is your diaries. 

The October Rosary Devotion brings us through the prayers of Our Lady further 

into the Life and Teaching of Jesus- closer to the Kingdom that He proclaims.  It 

is an opportunity for us to be renewed in Mission, and equipped to seek the 

conversion of souls, and the recovery of the lapsed.  

Again it is our opportunity to promote and seek understanding between 

Christians, Jews, Muslims and all people of good-will through the Prayers of Our 

Lady, Queen of Peace. 

May Our Lady of Fatima’s prayers be in our hearts and minds. Pray for peace. 

As Catholics in Scotland we have many opportunities to reach out to reclaim 

our country for the Catholic Christ whose embracing arms makes all people 

welcome. 

 

 



 

STRATHERRICK : Church of the 

Immaculate Conception - 

Deanery Day of Devotion & 

Renewal The Feast of Ss Simon & 

Jude, Apostles, Saturday 28 

October, 1030- 1600 hrs 

 

 

STRONG FOUNDATIONS – Our Apostolic dignity as Catholic Christians. 

At this Deanery Day we will be offering a Day of Renewal for all involved in 

Parish ministry- this is an opportunity for Readers, Extra-ordinary Ministers of the 

Eucharist, Welcome ministry, and others to gather for some renewal of ‘good 

practice’, for opportunities of Devotion and commitment so that all we do may 

be on ‘STRONG FOUNDATIONS’. 

There will be devotions and activities appropriate for all ages and ministries.  

The Young and the Young in heart are especially welcome. 

There will be Mass. Lunch will be provided. 

 

The Gabriel Society: The Marian Room at 1900 hrs 

There will be a meeting of the Gabriel Society on Tuesday 21 October: The 

Media, the Catholic Press, and our opportunities to evangelize.  

(Guest Speaker to be confirmed). 

Meeting: Tuesday 5 December: Addictions, Despair and the Advent Hope  

(to be confirmed). 

 

All good wishes 

Aye 

Fr James. 

 

 
 (RC DIOCESE OF ABERDEEN CHARITABLE TRUST A REGISTERED SCOTTISH CHARITY No 005122) 


